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It is entirely safe to predict that no
message of Mr. Cleveland’s will ever be
attacked or ecriticised by the British
press.

WeuEN the monument commissioners
get through marring it they should label
it “A monument to everything in gen-
eral and nothing in particular.”

——

TaE free-trade papers in this country
and all the Democratic organs do net
like the President’'s message any better
than the British newspapers. They are
all of a kind. .

TrHE road congress has been a good
advertisement for Indiana, but a gen-
eral system of good roads would be a
far better one. That would give the
State a genuine boom at home and

abroad.

It is gratifying to Republicans to note
the fact that while Democratic papers
criticise President Harrison’s message,
none of them say that it is common-
place, while several that are capable
of judging declare it is able.

Tae New York Post sneers at Post-
master-general Wanamaker’s business
by referring to his ‘‘bargain-counter.”
Sneering at men engaged in trade may
be the correct thing for the Anglo-
maniac, but it is bad form in this coun-

try.

TaE official returns of therecent elec-
tion in New York show that Mr. Cleve-
land lacked considerable of getting a
majority of the votes cast. The total
vote was 1,858,418, of which Cleveland
received 654,500, Harrison 609,197, Bid-
well (Pro.) 86,029, Weaver 17,674, while
the Socialists cast 16,435 votes, and there
were 28,708 scattering and blank. Mr,
Cleveland lacked 24,707 of a majority.

#Ir will be impossible to get a dollar
for new public buildings,” Mr. Bynum
is reported as declaring in Washington.
He is doubtless correct in his judgment,
but why should he make the announce-
ment when he has a bill on the ealendar
making an appropriation for a much-
needl.:d publie building in Indianapolis—
& building whose construction is de-
manded, not only by the convenience of
a large city, but by practical economy?

SoME commotion has been caused in
whisky circles by the announcement
that the trust has advanced the price
from $1.15 to $£1.20 per gallon. The ad-
vance took effect on Wedpesday, It
was at first supposed that it was a spec-
ulation made in expectation of Congress
increasing the tax, but there is better
reason to believe it was the result of a
shrewd move on the part of the trust to
raise the price of its product. It first
bought up nearly all the Kentucky
whisky in the market, which is pro-
duced by distillers not in the trust, and,
having thus got a corner on the market,
it advanced the price.

Tue indications are that pork will be
higher this winter than it has been for
some years past. Hogs are scarce and
there is no reserve supply to be thrown
on the market, as there is of wheat and
corn. The low price of hogs for the
past two or three years seems to have
induced farmers to neglect them, hence
the present scarcity. The farmers have
erred in not raising enough hogs, just
as they have erred in raising too much
wheat. Hogs are nearly twice as high
pow as they were a year ago thia time,
and average considerably lighter, Their
scarcity will make the packing business
light this season, and pork will be high.

GoveErNOR McKiNLEY does not pro-
pose to retire from politics, at least not
just yet. To afriend who asked him if
he would be a candidate for renomina-
tion next year he replied that so far as
his own desires are concerned he would
prefer not to be, “but,” he added, ““the
present conditions force the tariff as the
issue between the parties next year., If
the Republicans of Ohio come to think
that this should indicate my candidacy
for a second term I will not refuse to
Jead them. Should a majority of my
party desire my renomination I wonld
accept, and would make the most earn-
est campaign of my life.” William Me-
Kinley, jr., is a manly man and has the

courage of his convictions.
’ “
“Tur Lost Surplus” is the headline

which the Louisville Courier-Journal
puts over the report of the Secretary of
the Treasury. “The Jlost surplus,”
which was accumulated for a political
purpose during the Cleveland adminis-
tration and deposited in favored banks
without interest, has been applied to
reducing the public debt and interest,
The man who calls that losing money is
an idiot. President Harrison put the
case well 1n his message when he said:
“1f there are any who still think that
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the sarplus should have been kept out
of circunlation by hoarding it in the

treasury or deposited in favored banks

without interest, while the government
coutind®d to pay to these very banks
intereat upon the bonds deposited as se-
curity for the deposits, I am content to
leave the argument where it now rests.”

GOVERNMENT FINANCES.

Whatever the political complexion of
the administration may be, every patri-
otic American, be he Republican or
Democrat, must wish to see the govern-
ment finances ably and successfully
managed. The eredit of the govern-
ment is something in which all are in-
terested, and no one can wish to see it
impaired by a failure to meet its obli-
gations or to discharge its full duty to
the people. No one wants to see the
government cramped for means to meet
its legitimate expemses, and still less
does any one wish to see a deficit
While a failure to secure the necessary
revenue or to meet the obligations of
the government might injure the party
in power it would also injure the credit
and prestige of the government, and no
good citizen desires to see that happen.
In short, the management of govern-
ment finances and the discussion of
questions relating thereto shounld be
conduncted on strict business principles
aud without reference to partisan poli-
tics. -

The incoming ~dministration will find
the government finances in good condi-
tion. True, there will be no large sur-
plus in the treasury, but a cash balance
of £20,992,000, exclusive of the reserve
fund of $£100,000,000, which, it is esti-
mated, will exist on the 30th of June,
1803, is a very healthy one, and if the
presgent prosperous conditions continue
the available surplus at the close of the
fiscal year is much more likely to exceed
than to fall short of this amount. This
supposes that busineas will not be ma-
terially interfered with or the present
revenue of the government lessbned by
new legislation.

The necessary expenditures of the
government will be greater during the
present fiscal year than they were dur-
ing Inst, and it will be necessary to pro-
vide for more revenue. During the last
fiscal year the revenues from all sources
were $£425,808,260.22, and the expendi-
tures forall purposes were £415,953,806.56.
It is estimated tbat the revenues for the
present fiscal year, ending June 80, 1893,
will be £463.336,850.14 and the expendi-
tures £461,836,850.14. These estimates
are based on a continuance of the exist-
ing order of things, as obviously it
would be only wild conjecture to adopt
any other basis of estimate, It is the
business of a financier to deal with con-
ditions and not with theories. The Sec-
retary of the Treasury presents the es-
timated receipts and expenditures for
the present fiscal year in a few large

items, as follows: :
Recelpts from enstoms. . .........8198,000,000.00
From internal revenue.......... 165,000,000.00
From miscellaneous sources.... 20,000,000.00
From postal service. .c.oevinnene. 50,336,350.44
Totalestimated revenues...... $463,338,350.44

The expenditures for the same period are
estimated as follows:

For the civil establishment. . ....$108,000,0G0.00
For the military esiablishwent., 49,000,000,00
For the naval estabiishwent. ... 31,000,000.00
For the Indlan serviee........... 9,000,000.00
For pensions. .....c..ccvvvvnvene.. 158,000,000.00
For interest on the public dabt.. 26,000,000.00
For postal service........oovveee. 50,336,350.44

Total estimated expenditures. $161,336,350.44

The postal service will be nearly self-
supporting this year, and, if all goes
well, will be entirely so next year. The
estimated receipts from this source for
the mext fiscal year are $85,121,365,
which, it is estimated, will exceed the
expenditures by mnearly £1,000,000, It
will be observed that much the largest
single source of revenue is customs, or
tariff, duaties. No material reduction
can be made in this without providing
for an increase from internal revenue,
which would probably mean an increase
in the tax on whisky. That would be
the most natural way of providing for
an incroase of revenue, as it would be
leas felt and more easily collected than
any other. It would fall on a produet
capable of bearing it and the machinery
for its collection already exists. The
restoration of the duty on sugar would
add very materially to the revenues,
but it would be an unpobular thing to
do, and probably will not be done. The
great problem that will confront the
next administration—and none ean deny
that it will_be a very difficult one to
solve—will be how to reduce taxes and
atill maintain or increase the revenues.
The government must have just so
much revenue every year, and the
amount is likely to inercase for many
years to come. The Democratie party
is under solemn pledges to the people to
reduce taxes, and it is under a bend to
fate to raise not only as much revenue
as the Republicans have been raising,
but even more, for more will be re-
quired. How to do it and how not to do
it is the question that confronts them;
how to increase the revenue without

increasing taxes,

MR, LANGSDALE'S DISCOVERY,

The defense. which Commissioner
Langsdale has made of the changing of
the purpose of the soldiers’ monument
is painfully weak when his intellectual

1 acuteness is taken into consideration.
There is one feature that is decidedly

original, and that is found in the state-
ment that ““the Union enuse would have
been lost but for the soidiers trained in
the Mexican war who entered the Uunion
army and helped to organize it.” Now,
the world understands the real cause of
the overthrow of the rebellion—if they
acceptthe infallibility of Captain Langs-
dale. It is a fact that quite a number
of Mexican veterans helped organize
the federal army in the States of Indi-
ana, Illinois and Ohio, and their serv-
ices were of the highest value, but out-
side of those States such men were few,
indeed, being chiefly graduates of West
Point, who had retired, like Grant and
Sherman, but pressed to the front at
the first eall. Buat there is another diffi-
culty with Mr, Langsdale’s theory. It
is well known that ten Mexican veterans
went into the confederate army where
one went into the Union army. If these
hundreds had not better organized the
Southern army at the outset than did
the tens who aided in the organization
of the Union army the latter could have
overthrown the rebellion in six months.

It seems, therefore, that Captain Langs-
dale’'s Mexican argument proves too
much.

Commissioner Langsdale points out
the fact that in the files of the Journal
can be found the statement that two
sides of the astragal “will be devoted to
the Mexican war, 1846—1848." This is
said to be in an advertisement, and at-
tracted no attenticn at the time. In
Commissioner Langsdale’s report to
Governor Hovey, dated Nov. 10, 1890, the
following description of “Astragal No.1”
is given in a notice to contractors which
is signed by George J. Langsdale and
dated Sept. 23, 1890:

This astragal is to represent the years of
the civil war, and will be placed twelve
feet below the capital of the main shaft,
extending entirely around its four sides.
Its dimensions shall be: Width, six feet;
length at bottom, inside measanrement, for
each face of the shatt, thirteen feet and
five and one-halt inches; top, thirteen feeg
nnd one and one-balf inches; total measure.
ment of astragal at lower line, fifty-three
feet and ten inches. On each of the ssv-
eral faces of the monument one of the
legends, 1861, *18627 1563, 1564, will
sppear in the order named, the figures to
be oflenflicient slze to beread from the earth
beneath. The astragal is to be delivered
at the monument, ready for setting. by the
first day of March, 1591,

It is doubtless true that the above was
changed, and that some notice was
given thereof, but the first real knowl-
edge thyt any veteran had of it was
when the figures were put in place. If
the change was officially snnounced in
any report to the Governor it was not
made publie before the figures were put
on the monument,

AN act of Congress requires the pres-
idential electors of each State to meet
in the capital thereof on the second Mon-
day in January and ecast their votes for
President and Vice-president. Before
this law was enacted most of the States
had laws requiring the electors to meet
on the first Wednesday in December,
but of course the national law super-
sedes the State laws. The Kentucky
electors, however, duly impressed with
the necessity of maintaining the dignity
of a sovereign State, met in Frankfort
on Wednesday and went through the
farce of casting thuir votes for Cleve-
land and Stevenson. A Frankfort spe-
cial to the Louisville Courier-Journal
describes the proceedings and adds:

The electors decided to return here on
the second Monday in January and to go
throngh with the same procsedings, that
the federal law as well as the contlieting
State law may be comphied with. They
also privately advised their messenger to
delay carrying the vote to Washington till
after the January meeting.

Somebody should have informed the
electors that when a State law ‘“‘con-
fliets” with a United Stateslaw it does
not “go.” Perhaps, however, they only
wanted an excuse for making two trips
to the capital and drawing per diem
twice, -

IT ia reported that the rifie which was
adopted by the officers of the German
army as the best that conld be found has
proved to be of no value—little better
than so many clubs. Still the whole
army isarmed with them, and the change
means a large cost. This goes to show
that such things are not done better by
a goveroment which exists by the al-
leged divine right of kings than they
are done here. Our army officers have
not been quite so swift to adopt new
models, but it has secured one of the
best arms in the world, If it is true, as
reported, thatthe rifle of the German in-
fantry ia worthlesa what a period this
would be for France to get even with its
old congueror!

Tae Sentinel of yesterday contained
over a column of matter devoted to an
attempt to ridicule such veterans as
Commander Cheadle, Commander Tuck-
er and others who have taken aprominent
part in regard to the Mexicanizing of the
soldiers’ monument becausu they are offi-
cial representatives of the Grand Army
and the Union Veteran Legion. Mr,
Cheadle enlisted Aug. 18, 1862, and
gerved until the close of the war, and
Mr. Tucker enlisted Deec. 11, 1861, and
gserved forty-seven months. It is ques-
tionable taste to sneer at men with con-
tinuous wecords in the ranks like the
gentlemen named and others who were
alluded to.

Tae world’s fair committee on woman's
work in Indiana have calied a public meet-
ing of women 1n this city to discuss the
various phases of the work and to urge act-
ive co-operation on the part of all who are
interested in having sn exhibit from this
State that will . compare well with others,
and of which citizens may be proud. In
some of the Eastern States, notably Massa-
chusetts, women are preparing a display
whose extent and character will, they as-
gsert, be a surprise and revelation to that
part of the public whieh bas not ac-

gnainted itself with the part that women _

are taking in the arts and i1ndustries. In-
diana is not behind any other State in the
enterprise, business qualities and achieve-
ments of her women, and shounld not fail to
demonstrate this progress at the fair. The
committee, however earnest and active it
may be, cannot accomplish this end with-
out the assistance of all concerned, and all
women should at least attend the meeting
to learn what is expected of them and

what it is proposed to do.
“

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE.

— e ——— ———

IT must be said that Mr. Harcison takes
his humiliation as gracefully as counld be
expected.—New York Evening Post.

ITis the calm, dignified worthy paper of
the chief magistrate, bat it is, at the same
time, the bold, unquailing trumpet-blast of
the beaten but nundismayed chieftaln.—Phil-
adelphia Press.

DevMockaTs and assistant Demoerats
flinch at the President’s scorching words,
sud Republicans admire the eonrage and
eonsistency of the strong man who stands
right up to his convictions in defeat,— b os-
ton Journal. p

Tne President goes to the country on his
record, and whatever carpers and cavillers
may think it inoumhbent on them to say, it
18 a record that will borrow lustre by inev.
itable contrast as the years pass.—FPhila-
delphia North Amerioan,

PrEsSIDENT HARRISON'S message outlines
the aflairs of a great Nation as no small
man conld do1t. He has an appreciation
of the United States, what the country
18 and what it may be, that shows bothe

the quality of the stateswan and the
seer.— Hartford Courant.

TAKEN as & whole the paper 1s one of the

best that has emanated from the White
House in many administrations, and it will
do more to cause the incoming party to
keep 1n line for the welfare of the whole
Nation than any argument that may be

made in Congress.— K ansas City Journal.
IT is a pleasure to say that FPresident
Harrison will go out of office with the«on-

fidence of the people unimpaired in his per-
sonal integrity and desire to promote the

public welfare. The people stand ready to
overlook all other failings in & man who
does his best according to his hgns.—Phil-
adelpbia Record (Dem.)

I leaves pothing unsa:d that shounla be
said, and says nothing that requires unsay-
ingas to the work of the administration

which is now about to close, and the record

of whioh, notwithstanding the adverss ver-

diet of the Iate election relative to the

main issne of the oampaign, is essentially

;Jlur and clean throughout.—Washington
osl, :

INFECTED WITH MOTHS.

Califernia Flour-Mills Subjected to Great Loss
by a Pest That Spins Strands of Silk.

——

Sax Fraxcisco, Cal,, Dec. 8§ —The Morn-
ing Call bas been investigating the subject
of the presence in the flonr-mills of this eity
and State of the Mediterranean flonr-moth,
and it declares that it has aiready become
an-alarming pest, resulting 1n the loss of
thousands of dollars to a number of large
establishments, and that it will resalt 1n
still greater loas before very long. Thestate-
ments are based mainly upon interviews

with W. G. Johnson, professor of entomolo-
gy in S8Stanford Univermty, and with
a number of flour manufacturers,
They state that there 18 hardly
a2 mill in the Stute which 18 not affected by
the moth, and that all eflorts to eradicate
it bave been nnsuccessful. The moth is con-
tinvally spinning strandsof silk in great
qlnlmniel. which not ounly get into the
tlour but also clog the machinery so badly
that the mills are obliged to stut down
temporarily. Profeasor Johnson, who has
made a careful stady of the snbject, says
he has discovered that the moth propa-
gates more rapidly in this climate than in
Canadg, the Eastern States and other
colder countries where it has appeared,
He expects that the disastrous etlects of
this moth will be very apparent 1n nearly
all the mills of the State before the end of

another year.
o py e CEEN s RA STE st

PROPOSED POLAR EXPEDITIONS.

[ —
Two Scheduled to Start in the Spring and
Another Under Consideration.

NEwW Yorg, Dec. 8,—Two expeditions are
scheduled to start on an exploring tour to
the polar basin next spring, and it may be
that a third will be fitted out. A remarka-

_ble fact in connection with the provosed
euterprises is that no two of them will be
conducted on the same plan, Dr. Nansen

bhopes to drift in the ice to the desired lati-
tude in & sapecially contrived oraft, Lient.
Peary believes he can only snceeed in reach-
ing the edge of the 1ce-cap by sledging it
over the mainland, while >ther arctic navi-
gators incline to the opinion thas the plan
that ofiers the best pessible resnits is that
suggesied by Commander Cheyne, of the
English n“f. viz.: sailing ever the ice-
peaks by balloon rather than through them
10 ships. The first of the provosed exped:-
ticne (to mike for the frozen seas will be
that of the North Greenland Exploration
Society, which will be partially fitted out
by the Acldemg of Natoral Scieuces, of
Philadeiphia, and will be direeted by Lisut,
Robart F. Peary.
iy - —i——
The Whereness of His Atness,

New York Advertiser.

The telegraph UVLrings the interesting
news that Mr. Thomas Watson, of Geor-
gia, made hisappearance at 11:15 A. M., yes-
terday, on the floor of the Honse, wearing
the tired 1ok of a man who had unsuoccess-
fully wrestled with a street-sweeping ma-
chine, while at the same time Mr. Cobb, of
Alabama, the transcendentalist, who so
ably handled the question of the Where-
pess of His Atness at the Iast session, was
on deck as ““peart” and chivper as a jay-
bird. Ail this 1s explained by the fact that
Thomas the Reformer has been given leave
to stay at home, right in the beart of Mr.
Cleveland’s Cradle of Civil Laberty, while
the wicked Cobb 18 billeted for the haven
of the Fifty-third Congress, where the
Wailsons cease from trounbling and the
Cobbhses are at reat. “Thns the whirligig
of time brings in his revenges.”

—— B P — e
A Powerfal Presentation,
New York Cfumercial Advertiser.

It is impossible, however, to read the
calm and dignitied references to the tarift
in the tirst part of the messayge- without
realizing bow important a part was played
in the recent canvass by the long illness
and death of Mrs. Harrison, whieh pre-
vented the President’s active participation
in the discussion, His array of figurvs
demonstrating the enormous growth of the
wealth of the country in ten years, and his
deductions fromn them prescut a masteriv
and irrpfatable argomenst, and his reflec-
tions upon the discontent which reversed
the government’s poliey might well have
prevented the catastroshe of Noveniber
had they beensabmitted three months ago.

el ———
Indiana Timber tor the World’'s Fair.
Btenben Republicnn.

Hon. A. W. Hendry shipped to Purdue
University, last Friday, twenty-four pieces
of timber, twelve varieties, This 1s his
second shipment, the first to be exhibited
at the world’s fair in its natural state and
the last is to be prepared at the university
in Lafavette, Ind., for exhibition in the
forestrv builihing of the world’s fair. The
wood will be prepared to show in each
viees, heart and sapwood by four planes,
transverse, radial, obliqgue and tangential,
A section of hmb from each treeis to be
prepared in the same way. On a polished
suriace of the trunk is to be painted a seed
snd leaf of the tree.
el O e,

An Improvemention Engiish Milllonaires
New York Commercial Advertiser.

The London press, always ready to criti.
cise apything American, jumps on Gould’'s
grave with ghonlish glee, so to speak.
(3ould had his weak points, but he was in-
{initely more useful to the world than any
of the rich nobodies of England we can
reocaill. In addition to this, bhe accumu-
latad his own fortune, and few of them
did, We will probably not be able to sat-
1sfy the lLondon opewspapers with any
strictly American produnct until we present
them with American iree trade.
——————— ———

An Early Session, .
Weshington FPost

If our Democratic brethren have reasons
for the'faith that isin them, let them also
have the courage of their convictions. An
early session is 1ncispensable to the proper
performance of their promises to the coun-
try. That the contractis a large one, in-
volving mueh labor and careful delibera-
tion, is only an additional srgument for
takiong time by the forelock.

el
The Poatofiios Department.
Philadelphia Thoes (Dem )

The Postoffice Department under Mr,
Wanamaker has been managed, outside of
the mere partisan features which necessa-
rily determine every administration of that
oflice, on the same broad-gauge business
basia that he would administer any busi-
ness enterprise, and be exhibits most grati-
fying results of his eflorts.

—
Not the Only Oae,
Philadelphia Tuguirer,

President Harrieon evidently believes
that the Democrats will have a sweet time
increasing the prosperity of the ceuntry
by adopting legislation that musst resnlt in
the reduction of wages. And he is not the
ouly one who thinks so, either.

— el e ey
A Werd of Advice.
Anderson Times.

If the soldiers’ monnment commission-
ers are incapable of carrying ont the wishes
of Indiana msoldiers they should resign,
Three or, fonr men should not Hy in the
facesof one hupdred thousand men,

W0y P
Before and After,
Newport Hoosler State. :

Before the election Mr. Cleveland wrote
that the South wasthe '‘cradie and guard-
jan of civil liberty.” After the slection he
gaid: “1 am disgusted with the Southern
office-seekers.”

Oune Thing Settied.
Chicago Tribune.
Thaere may be some diflerence of opinion
as to what is the natioval hymn, but at
this writing Mra. Lease is, undoubtedly,

the national her.
e et

Meaning President Harrlaon,
New York Advertiser
The American people may well regret
ting with a public servant at cuce so
taithful, so pasriotio and so capable

SUITS AGAINST UNCLE SAM

e ——

Interesting Points from the Annual Re-
port of the Attorney-General.

e

War Claims Aggregating $400,000,000 Filed
Against the Government, and the End Has
Not Been Reached—Recommendations.

———

WaAsSHINGTON, Deo. S8.—Attorney-general
Miller has made a report to Congress in re-
gard to the business of the Department of
Justioe during the last fiscal year, show-
ing that the business of the department is
continually snd largely increasing. This
increase, he says, is most noticeable in the
basiness before the Courtof Claima. The
reference to that court for investigation
and findings of claims for the taking snd
mjucry to property of persons assuming to
bave been loyal during the war, such
claims being alreally between niue thou-
sand and ten thousand in number, and in
amount aggregating nearly $100,000,000, and

atill moce recently the duty imposed upon
that court of trying claims for Indian dep-

redations, such claims already filed being
over elght thousand number, and ag-
gregating over 833,000,000, are very sug-
gestive of the growing work of the depart-
ment,

Mr. Milier reviews briefly the work of
the United States Supreme Coaurt, and says
he is glad to Lbe able tu report that, as the
result of the organization of the €ircuit
Court of Appesals, the number of cases in
the Supreme Court 1s being reduced. He
also refers to the business before the Cir-
cuit courts, and suggests that some pro-
vision be enacted by Congress for the pay-
ment of district attorneys for services in
these courts, so that it will not be left to
the discretion of the Attorney-general.
The neoessity forsuch diecretionary sotion,
he says, ought to be Ly lezislation raduced
to the minimam. This whole subject of
the management of the government's busi-

neas in the Circait Court of Appeals ouzht
to have the careful attention of Congress.

In regard vo the business of the Court of
Private Land Claims, he says tbat there
have Leen tiled 1n that court since its or-
ganization a total of forty-three cases, in
forty-two of which the government is de-
fenaant and iu one plamntiff. Of these cases
thirty-seven are from New JMexico and
three from Arizona. ‘I'he total number of
acres of land claiumed 1n the New Mexican
grants aggregates 2,290,055 acres; in Arizona

rants, 67,505, Uf these casca seven have

een tried and final deerees of confirma-
tion rendered covering 208,363 acres,

The Attorney-general, in regard to South-
£rn claims, says:

By the report of the Assistant Attornoy-gen-
eral baving charge of the business of the gov-
ernment in the Court of Claims other than that
pertaining o indian depredations, a largely in-
creased volume of work during the past year is
shiown. Under the act of March 3, 1853, known
as the Bowman nct, 245 cases were disposead of
during the yvear, the aggregute of claims covered
by said cases being $2,553,939. In 158 of these
enses findings were made againat the govern-
ment for an aggrexate sum of 485,546, The
cinims of this class, growing out of the alleged
taking of supplies aud other property during
the war. are u~summing enormous proportions.
They already ucpregate pearly "$400,000,000,
and the depurtmwent has reliable 1mformation
that a multitude of additional claims, aggregat-
ing very large suwms, are being prepared 1o be
filed and pushed against the treasury. That a
very large proportion of these claims have no
just foundation, either in fact or law, being pre-
sented by persons, or the representatives of per-
sons, who were not loyal to the government dur-
fug the war, 18 every day made clear in the ev-
idence in their defense. Unless Conaress shall
put some new barrier between the treasury and
these claims, it is impossible to predict the
awount the governmént way be called upon to
pay thereon,

Under the general and special jarisdie-
tions 587 cases, ciaiming over $20,000,000,
were disposed of during the past year. In
275 of these casos decisions were made 1n
favor of the eiaumnants for an sggregate of
a little over §1,500,000,

FRENCH SPOLIATION CASES,

During the past fiscal year decisions were
made in the French spoliation cases in fa-
vor of the clhumants aggregating $880,054,
and the total amount allowed up tothisdate
in 716 cases 18 $5,241,225, The total number
of the petitions which have been filed ag-
gregate about §10,000,000. Up to Nowv. 1
8,506 claims had been filed under the Indian
depredations clalus acts, representing in

all £33,151,050. The aggrezate of such
claims disposed of 1s 81,573,757, The amount
of judgments recovered on such claims is &
little more than 35 per_cent. of the de-
wand.

Mr., Miller recommends that provision be
made for the construction of the three
prisons autborized Ly the Fifty-first Con-
grees. The gotal namber of United States
prisoners in custody duriug the yvear was
3,000, The number of convicts pardoned
Ly the lresident during tbe year was
seventy-one, out of i55 applicatious, Sen-
tences were commuted inninety-two cases,

The Attorney-general says the Texas
boundary case, involving the titie to 1,517,-
000 acres of land embraced in the territory
lying at the south west corner of Oklahoma,
18 being pushed by the government as
rapidly usposaibie, and the defendants have
promised to assist 1n speeding the case to
final hearing. He reviews briefly the lhiti-
gation in the Bell telephone casé and also
the litigation for the enforcement of the
provisions of the actof Aug. 7, 1858, re-
quiring all railroads receiving subsidies
from the United States to establish snd
operate their own telegraph lines, The
Attorney-general discusses the decision of
Justice Harlan in the case of the United
Btates against the railroads and telegraph
company pending in the Cirecuit Courts of
the United States tor vhe Northern districs
of California. He says:

In view of the recent decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States in the case of Shaw
ve. the Quiney Miniug Cowmpany it wmay well be
questioned whether the broad proposition con-
wended for relative to the inhabitancy of the
corporation will be finally susiained by the
Baprewe Court. The result reached may be sus-
tained upon another groand argued before Mr,
Justios Harlan, but not passed upon by him,
viz., that the ordinary rule would not apply in
a case in which the United States is a complain-
ant. I desire to renew the recommendation con-
taived in wmy last report that Section 1 of the act
of Aug. 31, 1855, be amended by inserting the
proyiso in italics, alter the word “inbabitant,”
in the following sentence, namely, “and no eivil
suit shall be breught betore either of said courts

against any person by any original
process or proceediug in  any other dis-
trict  than that whereof he is an

inbhabitant. Provided, that agy foreign corpora-
tion may be sued 1n any district whero it may be
found, process to be served as in like cases in
the State where said suit or sction is brought.
such an amendment would reatore the law to
what it was for a century prior to the act of
March 3, 1587, and would !:lnlpou on these
corporations a liability to be sued corresponding
to the right they enjoy to sue as plaintiffs. and to

' remove suits in which they are defendants. In

many localities these great corporstions have an
unwarranted intuence among the people who
are summoned as jurors 1n the State courts, and
it is not just that the Southern PaciNe com-
ypany, which though chartered in Kentucky, doea
not own any property in that state, and has no
oilices or otficers there. except a mere clerk, but
which operates vast lines of railroads in the
State of California, where it holds and controls
willious of dollars of property, and holds its di-
rectors’ meetings and maintsins its general ofli-
oes, shall be exempt from auit 1n the United
States courts in California and the litigant be re-
quired to go to Kentucky to enforce his clains,
and after obtaining & jundgment there (if Le is
fortunate enough to lind any person upon whom
to olitsin service), ba compelied to go to Cali-
fornia aud sue there upon the judgment or de-
cree 1o the State courts,

The Attorney-general details the aection
taken by him for the enforcement of the act
“‘to protect trade and commerce against un-
lawial restraints and monoopolies,” and
BaAyS:

It has been found In all cases investigated that

t eare and skill have been exercised in the
ormation apd manipulation of these comnbina-
tions so as to avold the provisionaof this stature,
and, a8 has been seen in the proceedings
growing out of the indiotments in Massa-
chusetts, these eflorts bave not been without
success. It is hoped, however, that in the easce
commenced the validity of this siatate and its
applicauiiity to the abuses which have beocoine
very coinmon in the business of the country, un-
der the name of trusts, may be demonstrated. 1
#0, the investigations made and the evidence ae-
cumuinted inecasecs where no proceedings have

been commenced will he valuable.

The only constitutional question of any
importance decided against the govern-
ment, the Attorney-general says, was the
one raised in the Counselman case, under
the interstate-commerce law, Toe Attore

ney-general renews the recommendations
made in his t annual report for federal
recognition of degrees in the crime of masr-
der, for remedial legislation for Alask
for the correction of the evils o
the fee wsystem, and for the allow-
ance of writs of error in criminal
cases. On this last mentioned subject the
Attorney-general says that, as the law pow
stands, it 18 in the power of a mugle dis-
trict judge, by quashing an indictment. to
defeat auy criminal prosecution inatituted
by the government, snd to annni as
against the government any crimioal
statute ensoted by Con and there is
no possible remedy or way to right the
wWrong,

TEN PASSENGERS INJURED

e

The Long Branch Express on the Jersey
Central Crashes Into the Local.

——

Rear of the Latter Train Telescoped and Ong
Woman Fatally Hurtand Nine men Seri-
vasiy—Due to a Ferry-Beat Collirion.

— —i— —

Jersey City, N. J., Dec. 8. —There was &
shocking accident at the Danforth-avenue
station of the Jersey Central railread to-
day noon. A Long Braneh train erasbed
into the rear end of ithe Easton local, tele-
scoping the rear car, fatally injuring one
woman and seriounsly injuring nine other
passengers of the same coach. The acei-
dent was due to a delay of forty-five mine
utes to the train, cansed by the Jersey Cen-
tral railroad terry-boat crashing iuto a
transportation bost in the fog in New York
bay. The injured are as follows:

JORX T. Fiorary, advertising agent, Jersoy
City, compound fracture of the le

GEo, D. Lansox, of Elizabeth, N, J., compoand
fracture of the legs.

Miss GiLroy, of Elizabeth, N. J., lacerated
Til;uut the body, and injured internaliy. She may
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ORLASDO DEMEREsST, of Greouville, N. J., in-
Jured about Lead and legs. and internally.

B. C. CHEVER, of New York, nose bro,nn and

jared about the body,

A%, Ross, of Bound Brook, head out, hip in-
Jured and back strained.

8. M. HegsiFIELD, of New York, head cut, arm
1niured and back huart.

LU ZELLMNER, of New York, injured about
head and body; severe scalp wound, and lefs
arm fractured,

F.J. MULLER, of Plaintleld, N. J., back injured
and nose broken.

E. k. Rusyos, of Flainfield, N. J., injured
about head and hips,

W. P. PArk, of Hed Bank, X. J,, lost two tocs
oifl rizht foot, head out and arm injured.

The story ot the accident, aslearned fro
the ofticiula of the road at the actua
soene, is as 1ollows: At half-past 11 o’clock
the Washington tiyer, Easton local and
Long Brauch express trains leave the fout
of Liberty strect. A dense fog hung over
the river, and the ferry traflic was being
carried ou with the usual earetuiness. The
Central ferry-boat bad reached midstream
and was steaming aloug slowly when sud-
denly one of the Central company’s heavi-
ly-laden transportation boats loomed up
bLefore the ferry-boat, and before the an-
gines conld he reversed there was a terri-
ble erasb, The passengers rosped wildly
about from side to side of the boat, and the
greatest confusion prevailed. Quiviness
was linally restored, snd it was then dis-
covered that the front :rail of the ferry-
boat had been carried away and a few win-
dows broken. The panic-stricken passen-
gers were huddied together in the ladies
oabin, shneking and erying, when the cap-
tain appeared among them and assured
them there was nothing to fear. The boat
prooeeded more slowly to Communipaw,
and arrived there fifteen minutes late.

The thres trains were quickly made up,
and the Washington tiyer was the first to
draw out of the depot. Theu followed the
Esston loeal, in charge of engineer Wol-
verton, of Elizabeth. The Washington
train bad passea Dauforth avenue within
five minutes at a terrifio rate of speed. En~
gineor Wolverton was ranuing more cane
tiously, and bhad scarcely pa Daunforth
avenue when a rear brakeman discovered
the body of a woman Ilying on the track,
abount fifty yards below the station. He
puallecd the bell cord, ana the erew hurried
back to care for the supposed injured wom-
an, The ciscovery was 3mckly made that
the woman was sick, and had fainted and
fallem on the track, and had mnot been
struck by the train. The erew returned to
the train, which lay avous 150 yards below
the depot, and the signal to start was
given. The train was scarcely movin?
when the Long Braneh train rashed out o
the fog. and, Lefore the collision eonld be
averted or warning given, crashed into the
rear oar of the Easton train.

- v ——

JUMPED OFF THE BROOKLYN BRIDGE.

-——

Perilons Leap of a Virginian That Pesulted in
Nothing Worse than a Shock and Ducking.

NEw York, Dee. £ —~Daniel McLanghlin,
a blacksmith of Reanoke, Va,, jumped off

*the Brooklyn bridge this aftermoon into

the East river at a point just beyond the
pier of the Brooklyn side. By a strange
coincidence the police boat Patrol was
coming along the river atthetime. Police-
men Daily and Tully, who were on it, saw
the man as he leaped toward the water.
When he struck, head first, the boat bad
got within forty feet of the =spot. Assoon
as the man rose to the sarface the patral-
men fished him up into the boat. lie was
unconscions, They then tock him to the
police station, where he recovered con-
scionsness. There were no bruises on Me-
Laughhn’s body, but as he was faint, and

had presumably received ir ol 1wjuries,
he was removed to the - bers-street
Hospital, Examinstion .« hospital
developed the fact that ad not sus-

tained a mark as & resn. .. his perilons
jump. However, he 1s suftering from se-
vers shock and from theeifectsof the water
in hissystem. The physicians say be will
recover within a day or two,

AL 215 this afternoon the man hired a
cab from the stand on High street, Brook-
lyn, and asked the driver 1o take him
across the bLridge. He paid his {are before
starting. When the vehicle was wupin
twenty or thirty yards of the Brookiym
tower the young man jumped out, soram-
bled over the railing, snd, balancing him-
self fcr an iostant, Jjumped. After re-
veated attempts to get MeLaunghlin to tell
why be iried to kill himself. be muttered
out something abort persons being after
him, trying to take his life, From this the
police drew the conclusion that be was 1n-
gane.

P
Sliversmiths Form s Trust

New Yonk, Dec. 8 -—Samuel Untermeyer,
of the firm of Guggenleimer & 1 nter-
meyer, has apnounced that the proiected
combipstion of silveramiths has beem of-
fected, the organization being incorporated
under the laws of New York. The combi-
nation is 10 be known as “The Silver-
smiths’ Company.” The anthorized share
capital is £12,000,000, and the company ia
suthorized to issue debenture stock enti-
tled to 8 per cent. interest or divided to the
extent of $5.000. Edward Holbrook. gen-
eral manager of the Gorham Manufactur.
ing Company, says that the chief purvose
of the organization ia a uniformity of
method among the leading companies,
especially as regard the qualivy of the ma-
terial used.

——-

Ellis Island Employens to Iis Redueced,

New York, Dee. 8.~There 18 consterna.
tion on Ellis island to-day over the repors
that a number of the officers and employes
are to bo removed on the score of ecoanomy,
The expenses of the immigrant bureau are
defrayed by the head tax on mmmigranta,
and sinece the twenty-day quarantine
order was issued the pumber of immi-

grants arriving has dwindied so thut thew

tax is quite small. A big deficieney 1n con-
pection with the 1sland eonfronted the
Secretary of the Treasury, and bhe has de-
cided something must be done toeconomize.
——
Establishing a Little Afrioa.

Kansas City, Dec. 8.—Henry . Whoits,
of Kansas City, Kan.. a member of the
Board of Trade. has bought one thousand
acres of land near that city on whieh be
proposes to colounize all of the negroes of
the town into a ulf-anpportmg village.
The colored element of Kansas City, Kan.,
is in & bad way, and with the coming of
bad weather will be almost all dependent
on the city. Houses will probably be pus
up at once and in the spring gardens will
be set out, Forty thounsand dollars hae
been subecribed.




